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On Nov. 7, in a statement published by local newspapers, the opposition party Solidarity and
Democracy placed the blame for the country's economic crisis on President Alan Garcia, and called
on the president to resign. In the statement, Garcia was accused of misleading and misinforming
Peruvians by his frequent contradictions, and failures to say what he thinks and to fulfill his
promises. Solidarity and Democracy is a small party of Social Democrat orientation, founded in
1984 by independent politicians and technocrats. The statement said, "It is absolutely necessary to
confront the situation here and now in order to avoid continued moral and economic deterioration
of the republic." Such action is required "to sustain democracy, and ensure that the present
government hands over power in July 1990 to the leader the sovereign people elect." At this
juncture, the party statement said, "Resign, Mr. President." Garcia was described as the "principal
cause of the present deterioration and the major impediment" to resolving the current crisis. "The
president exhibits a questionable attitude...Garcia continues believing in the populist management
of power, ignoring...the admonitions of his fellow party members and ministers." Under the
Peruvian constitution, if the president resigns or is otherwise removed, the first vice president would
take office. Second in line is the second vice president. If the third in line, president of the Senate,
is required to act as president, under the constitution he would be required to immediately call for
elections. (Basic data from UPI, 11/07/88)
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